
Legislative Update Cheshire 12 April –The legislature is at crossover where the house will be hearing bills 

passed by the senate and vice versa. Bills of note passed by the house are the repeal of the death 

penalty, decriminalization and taxation of cannabis, limiting concealed weapons on school grounds, and 

lastly, the house version of the proposed budget for the 2020 and 2021 biennium. The finance 

committee focused on more aid to towns for schools and property tax relief. The repeal of the education 

tax credit was tabled. My committee is working on a Wayfair decision bill (the SCOTUS decision to allow 

states to collect tax from vendors in other states) in an attempt to protect our small businesses, and also 

a tax reapportionment bill on intangible goods and services regarding market based method as opposed 

to cost of performance method which we have here. The testimony from a business owner who does 

marketing in many states for the food industry was eye opening. He is taxed on 100% of his sales here in 

NH and then taxed on any sales he has in states with the market based method, such as Maine. Next 

week we will hear the senate bills on simulcast racing, historical racing, and casino gambling.  

Reach me at jennie.gomarlo@leg.state.nh.us or 352-9282. Thank you and Happy Spring 

 

Legislative Update Cheshire 12 May 

A lot of bills from the senate have passed in the house in the past month.  Their subjects range from 

child protection to Medicaid protections to mental health issues and much more.  The governor has 

already vetoed the death penalty abolishment and the paid family and medical leave act.  There have 

also been a number of energy bills, most encouraging energy efficiency which the sponsors say is the 

most important way to reduce energy costs in NH.   

My committee, Ways and Means, sent the casino bill out with a recommendation of inexpedient to 

legislate and the house upheld that on Wednesday.  There were no supporters at the hearing and even a 

letter from a Sands Casino auditor saying the market is saturated in New England. 

I’m leaning towards voting for the historical horse racing bill.  These machines would be allowed in the 

charitable gaming sites.  These sites give 35% to charities that have signed up with them.  The machines 

replay horse races and people bet on the outcomes, the details of the races being withheld initially.  It is 

a pari mutuel pool of money as it is in live horse racing.  There is no other state in the Northeast with 

these machines so I think it may keep some money in our economy rather than going to other nearby 

states. 

On another note, I’d like to say that you get quite an education being a legislator and I’d encourage 

anyone to try it if you have an inclination.  All you need is a willingness to study up on your committee’s 

issues, a willingness to drive 2-3 times a week to Concord and most importantly, a willingness to sit and 

listen for hours on end.  I really think more people should give a term or two.  Poke around the general 

court website, gencourt.state.nh.us, where you can find the statutes, the bills and schedules of hearings, 

all the members and streaming media of the sessions in the hall. 

Jennie Gomarlo 

Jennie.gomarlo@leg.state.nh.us 

352-9282 
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